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Tor the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

WE have been induced, as a mat- 
ter of curious research, and also on 
account of the answer to it from 
the famous John Milton, to extract 
from the prose works of that great 
man, 

A necessary Representation of the pre- 
sent evils, and imminent dangers to 
religion, laws, and liberties, aris- 
ing from the late and present prac- 
tices of the Sectarian party in Eng- 
land : together with an exhortation 
to duties relating to tlte covenant 
unto all within our charge, and unto 
ah the well-affected within this king- 
dom ; by the Presbytery at Belfast, 
February the 1 5th, 1649. 

■f^THEN we seriously consider the 
great and many duties which 
we owe unto God and his people;, 
over whom he hath made us over- 
seers, and for whom we must give 
an account ; and when be behold the 
laudable examples of the worthy 
ministers of the province of London, 
and of the commissioners of the 
General Assembly of the church of 
Scotland, in their free and faithful 
testimonies against the insolencies 
6f the Sectarian party in Eogtand. 
Considering also the dependency of 
this kingdom upon the kingdom of 
England, and remembering bow 
against, strong oppositions we were 
assisted by the Lord the last year, 
in discharge of the like duty, and 
ljow he punished the contempt of 
pur warning upon the dtspisers there- 
of: we find ourselves as necessitated 
to the more encouraged to cast in onr 
mite in the treasury, lest our silence 
should involve us in the guilt of un- 
faithfulness, and our people in se- 
curity and neglect of duties. 

In this discharge of the trust put 
Upon qs by God, we would not be 
looked upon as sowers of sedition, or 
fcroachers of national and divisive 



motions ; our record i« in Heaven, 
that nothing is more hateful unto us, 
nor less intended by us, and there- 
fore we shall not fear trie malicious 
and wicked aspersions which we 
know Satan, by his instruments, is 
ready to cast, not only upon us, 
but on all who sincerely endeavour 
the advancement of reformation. 

What of late have been, and now 
are, the insolent and presumptuous 
practices of the Sectaries in Eng- 
land, is not unknown to the world : 
For, first, notwithstanding their 
specious pretences for religion and 
liberties, yet theii late and present 
actings being therewith compared, 
do clearly evidence, that they love a 
rough garment to deceive ; , since 
they have with a high band despised 
the oath, in breaking the coven* 
ant, which is so strong a foundation, 
to both, whilst they loaden it with, 
slighting reproaches, calling it a 
bundle of particular and contrary 
interests, ana a snare, to the people ; 
and likewise labour to establish by 
laws an universal toleration of ail 
religions,* which is an innovation! 
overturning of unity in religion, and 
so directly repugnant to the word of 
God, the two rirst articles of our 
solemn covenant, which is the great- 
est wickedness in them to violate, 



* We may thus see, that persecution and 
an infringement of religious liberty are not 
the peculiar disgrace of any one, church. 
These ancient Presbyters hold a very high 
tone; the Church of Rome, in the pleni- 
tude of its power, never held higher. 
They abuse the Parliament for labouring 
tq establish an universal toleration of au 
religions. The most enlightened of that 
day looked to nothing higher than totera? 
tion, although a measure imperfect, and 
in itself unjust. Who dares to tolerate* 
If the state have a power to tolerate, it may 
withhold the boon. To tolerate religious 
opinions is not vested in the state. It ought 
neither to tolerate nor restrain. Liberty of 
thought is the right of all, 

B.M.M. 
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since many of the chiefest of them- 
selves have, with their hands, testi- 
fied to the most high God, sworn 
and sealed it. 

Moreover, their great disaffection 
to the settlement of religion, and so 
their future breach of covenant, doth 
wore fully appear by their strong 
oppositions to Presbyterian govern- 
ment, (the hedge anil bulwark of 
religion,) whilst they express their 
hatred to it more than to the worst of 
errors, by excluding it under the 
name of compulsion ; when they em- 
brace even Paganism and Judaism 
in the arms of toleration. Not to 
speak of their aspersions upon it, and 
the assertors thereof -as anti-Christian 
and Popish, though tbey have deeply 
sworn to maintain the same govern- 
ment in the first article of the co- 
venant, as it is established in the 
Church of Scotland, which they 
now so despise, and fully blas- 
pheme. 

Again, it is more than manifest, 
that they seek not the vindication, 
but the eKtirpatu r> of laws and 
liberties, as appears by their seizing 
on the person of the King, and at 
their pleasures removing him from 
place to place, not only without the 
consent, but, (if we mistake not,) 
against a direct ordinance of Par- 
liament. Their violent surprising, 
imprisoning and secluding many of 
the roost worthy members of the 
Honourable House of Commons, di- 
rectly against a declared privilege of 
Parliament, (an action certainly 
without parallel in any age,) and 
their purposes of abolishing Parlia- 
mentary power for the future, and 
establishing of a Representative, as 
they call it, instead thereof. Nei- 
ther hath their fury stayed here, 
but without all role or example, be- 
ing but private men, ihey have pro- 
ceeded to the trial of the King, 
against both the interest and protes- 
aLion of the kingdom of Scotland, 



and the former public declarations 
of both kingdoms, (besides the vio- 
lent haste, rejecting the hearing of 
auy defences,) with cruel hands 
have put him to death; an act so 
horrible, as no history, divine or 
human, hath laid a precedent of the 
like. 

These, and many other their de- 
testable ihsolencus, may abundantly 
convince every unbiassed judgment, 
that the present practice of the Sec- 
taries, and their abettors, do direct- 
ly overturn the laws and liberties of 
the kingdoriis, root out lawful and 
supreme magistracy, (the just privi- 
leges whereof we have sworn to 
maintain,) and introduce a fearful 
eonfusion and lawless anarchy. 

The Spirit of God, by Solomon, 
tells us, Proverbs 30—21, "That a 
servant to reign, is one of the four 
things for which the earth is dis- 
quieted, and which it cannot bear." 
We wonder nothing that the earth is 
disquieted for these things ; but we 
wonder greatly if the earth can bear 
them. And albeit the Lord so per- 
mit, that folly be set in great dig- 
nity, and they which sit, in low 
place ; " That servants ride upon 
horses, and Princes walk as servants 
upon the earth," Eccles. 10, verses, 
C, 7. Yet the same wise man saith, 
Proverbs 19, 10, " Delight is not 
seemly for a fool, much less for a 
servant to have rule over Princes." 
When we consider these things, 
we^cannot but declare and manifest 
our utter dislike. and detestation of 
such unwarrantable practices, direct- 
ly subverting. our covenant, religion, 
laws, and liberties. And as watch- 
men in Sion, warn all the lovers of 
truth and well-affected to the coven- 
ant, carefully to avoid compliance 
with, or not bearing witness against 
horrid insolencies, lest partaking 
with them in their sins, they also be 
partakers of their plagues. There- 
fore, in the spirit of meekness, we 
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earnestly intreat, and in the autho- 
rity of Jesus Christ, (whose servants 
we are,*) charge and obtest all who 
resolve to adhere unto truth and the 
covenant, diligently tn observe, and 
conscientiously to perform these fol- 
lowing duties. 

First, That according to our so- 
lemn covenant, every one study 
more to the power of Godliness and 
personal reformation of themselves 
and families; because for the great 
breach of this part of the covenant, 
God. is highly offended with these 
lands, and justly provoked to permit 
men to be the instruments of our 
misery and afflictions. 

Secondly, " That every one in 
their station and calling earnestly 
contend for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints," Jude 
3. And seek to have their hearts 
established with grace, that they be 
not unstable and wavering, carried 
about with every wind of doctrine ; 
but that they receive the truth in 
love, avoiding the company of such 
as withdraw from, and vilify the 
public ordinances j speak evil of 
church government ; invent damn- 
able errors, under the specious pre* 
tence of a gospel-way, and new- 
light ;f and highly extol the per- 
sons and courses of notorious Sec- 
taries, lest God give them oyer to 
strong delusions, (the plague of these 
times,) that they may believe lies, 
and be damned. 

Thirdly, That they would not be 

• Very good and modest ! Here we 
have high church in another guise. Seen 
greatly err in the assumption they gene* 
raily make, of being the peculiar people, 
and in exclusively considering themselves 
the servants of the Lord ! 

B.M.M. 

•(• All sects have a peculiar dislike to in- 
novation. The old ones abhor Ni w Lich r, 
or, m other words, the reforming part of 
their community, whom they distinguish 
by this nickname. BJVI.M. 



drawn by counsel, command, or 
example, to shake off the ancient 
and fundamental government of these 
kingdoms, by King and Parliament, 
which we are so tleeply engaged to 
preserve, by our solemn covenant, 
as they would not be found guilty of 
the great evil of these times, (con- 
demned by the Holy Ghost,) the 
depising of dominion, and speaking 
evil of dignities. 

Fourthly, That they do cordially 
endeavour the preservation of the 
union amongst the well-aflected in 
the kingdoms, not being swayed by 
any national respect: remembering 
that part of the covenant, *• That we 
shall not butter ourselves, directly 
nor indirectly, by whatsoever com- 
bination, persuasion or terror, to be 
divided, or withdrawn, from this 
blessed union and conjunction." 

And, Finally, Albeit there be 
more present hazard from the power 
of Sectaries, (as were from malig- 
nants the last year,) yet we are not 
ignorant of the evil purposes of Ma- 
lignants, even at this time, in all the 
kingdoms, and particularly in this ; 
and for this cause, we exhort every 
one with equal watchfulness to keep 
themselves free from associating with 
such, or from swerving in their judg- 
ments to malignant principles; and 
to avoid all such persons as have 
been from the beginning known op- 
posers of reformation, refusers of 
the covenant, combining themselves 
with Papists and other notorious ma- 
lignant?, especially such who have 
been chief promoters of the late en- 
gagement against England, calum- 
niators of the work of reformation, 
in-reputing the miseries of the pre- 
sent times unto the advancers there- 
of; and that their just hatred to Sec- 
taries incline not their minds to fa- 
vour malignants, or to think, that 
because of the power of Sectaries, 
the cause of God needs the more to 
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fear the enmity, or to stand in need 
of the help of malignants. 

(The Answer fivm John Milton in our 
pert.) 

T» fit Proprietors af tht Bclfati Magazine. 



THE following little essay will, I 
hope, be acceptable to the read- 
ers of your publication, and cause 
move reasonable, allowance to be 
made for the .feelings of the female 
mind, than is generally admitted. 

Although in many respects the 
condition of females is peculiarly 
happy in this country, yet they suf- 
fer one species of injustice, on which 
no comment has ever been made. 

If they become sufficiently ac- 
quainted with those who seek them 
as wives, to discover in the character 
of their sirriors "any latent cause of 
future disquiet, and therefore re- 
ject one whom they have Neces- 
sarily kept" for sonie time in sus- 
pense, they are stigmatized by the 
name of - jilts, and very oiien incur 
great odium, for that act of their 
lives, which may -have" given the 
strongest proof of their rectitude and 
firmness. 

According to the common prac- 
tice of society, a woman is justly 
apprehensive of becoming so well 
acquainted with a man's character 
and manners, as she ought to be, 
previous to her marriage, lest she 
should incur a sort of tacit engage- 
ment to Accept him : and it is to be 
feared, rnany have sacrificed their 
happiness to overstrained notions of 
delicacy cift this subject, and to the 
apprehension of censure from the 
public voice, always so loudly exert- 
ed against the tirnfid and defence- 
less. 

The female sex, ever so ready to 
blame each other, act in a most im- 
politic manner, when they thus en- 



deavour to diminish tbeir own circle 
of choice, and power of deciding on 
their future friends, protectors, and— . 
masters ! For there will always be 
found a few to assert that right, 
which courtesy leaves dormant, and 
affection abrogates. 

Sbmrf men have even become ene- 
mies for lite to her, who has refused 
them on mature consideration, and 
sufficient knowledge of their disposi- 
tion and habits. To this, however, 
there have been a few shining ex- 
ceptions ; and perhaps a man never 
appears in a mure amiable light, 
than when he watches, as a disin- 
terested friend aud protector, over 
the woman who has rejected the offer 
of his hand. 

Such was the conduct of Benevo- 
lus, who met FloTella at a bathing 
place, where they had every op. 
port unity, from the babies of the 
society, of being well known to 
each other. Floretla, a Very young 
widow, who knew but little of the 
world, appreciated the excellencies* 
of the head and heart of Benevolus ; 
but from the disparity of their ages, 
and the seriousness of his temper, 
as' contrasted with the vivacity of 
hers, it never occufred*to ber mind, 
that he could think of her as a wife. 
She was not unused to find her con- 
versation sought for by the old, the 
sedate, and even the learned, there- 
foie, his assiduities were received by 
her without reflection or suprise. 

Her 'rejection of his hand, how- 
ever, surprised him, and although 
her heart acquitted her, she appear- 
ed faulty in his eyes. Yet, under 
this impression, he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter, where gentleness an-'l 
good breeding seem to have dictated 
every line, and given grace to the 
language of mild reproof. 

" Dear Madam, 
"The politeness with which yon 
have treated uie on a lata occasion. 



